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DIARY 

MARCH 
Tue 1 7.30 Discussion on Hospitality page 4 
Wed 2 10.15 Discussion on Hospitality page 4 
Wed 2 LW & AL Community Cinema – ‘Captain Phillips’ page 5 
Fri 4 7.30 Holy Trinity: Concert page 5 
Tue 8 7.30 AL Village Hall: WI: Multiple Sclerosis  page 6 
Thu 10 2.30pm Brackenwood: “GURKHAS” – a talk page 6 
Sat 12 10.30-1.30  Pill Methodist Church Spring Fayre page 14 
Tue 15 LW Society Open Forum, Neighbourhood Watch, AGM page 9 
Wed 16 12.30 St Mary’s Vestry – LENT LUNCH page 4 
Sun 20 10-12 Abbots Leigh Litter Pick page 11 
Mon 21  2pm St Mary’s Vestry.  Tea-Time Special (TBC) page 5 
Tue 22 7.30 AL Village Hall. Herb Group: Herbs for animals page 6 
  
APRIL 
Sat 2 7pm AL Cricket Club AGM page 6 
Sat 2 Bracken Hill Open Garden page 9 
Tue 12 7.30 AL Village Hall: WI: Marie Antoinette’s Guide to Farming  page 6 
Sat 16 Leigh Woods Litter Pick page 9 
Tue 26 7.30 AL Village Hall. Herb Group: Juices from Herbs page 6 

 

 

The Link subscriptions 
 
"The Link" subscriptions are due for 2016.   The subscription is held for another  
year at £5, more if you can manage it.   If you use the envelopes, please put the 
money in the envelope and return it to your Deliverer or give it to them.     Leigh 
Woods households have already been asked for it.  
                                                      

                                                 With many thanks, 
 

"The Link" Distribution Team 

Editor: David B Davies,  The Summer House, 51a Dial Hill Rd., Clevedon, BS21 7EW.  
01275 873167 / 07814 074311    david.bd@which.net   

Advertisements: Robert Narracott, Trinity House, Harris Lane Abbots Leigh BS8 3QX 
01275  375619              robert.narracott@gmail.com  

Copy deadline: 17th of month before publication 
Distribution: Martin Walker,                         01275 374177        kitsilano70@hotmail.com 
Church Postcodes (for Wedding & Funeral visitors):-    

Holy Trinity, Abbots Leigh BS8 3QU;   St Mary's, Leigh Woods BS8 3PG  

Abbots Leigh Village Website   www.abbotsleigh.org.uk               
Do have a look;  sign up for news & events which will be developed for passing 
information through the village.  And please give feedback through the link on the home 
page.   
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VICAR:  Rev. Dr. HESTER JONES – 01275 219838 
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:  ELIZABETH ENGLAND 
Tel: 01275 373996  Email: admin@theparishchurch.com 
Hester is a part-time Vicar. PLEASE  CONTACT Elizabeth with enquiries for Baptism, Banns, 
Weddings etc., and news of newcomers to the parish. If you have information about those who 
are ill, at home or in hospital, who would like to be visited, please contact our PASTORAL 
TEAM, Co-ordinator Alan Shellard, 0117 974 1494,  alanshellard@gmail.com 

ABBOTS LEIGH CHURCHWARDENS LEIGH WOODS CHURCHWARDENS 

Adrian Watkinson 01275 372607 Barry England 01275 372777 

Victoria Dominey 01275 372234 Gill Ogden 0117 973 0596 

DEPUTIES       

Heather Wraith 01275 372611 Alan Shellard 0117 974 1494 

Simon Holmes 0117 302 0096  Michael Marston 01179 733 755 

TREASURERS 

Carole Nicholls 01275 373888 Barry England 01275 372777 

United Parish Treasurer: Siân Narracott   sian.narracott@googlemail.com   01275 375619 

Lay Minister:  Rosemary Hill 0117 230 6666     Organist:   John Talbot  0117 942 8344 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL WEBSITE:   
www.theparishchurch.com 

Keep up-to-date on the events and highlights of our united parish. 

Dear Friends 

By the time you read this letter we shall be about half way through Lent, and perhaps even 
have reached Mothering or Refreshment Sunday, with its encouraging pointing to the joy 
of Easter.  But before that we allow ourselves to enter the wilderness, empty space that 
Lent can become. It is really a – perhaps reassuringly - contained time in which we seek to 
find the space in our lives and in ourselves to acknowledge and stand back from our own 
emptiness, and allow God to speak to us from within it. Much of the time we’re pretty busy 
with the things of our daily lives, whatever they involve us in. Sometimes, though, and 
especially if we have such a moment to take stock of our life, we may find ourselves 
feeling a need – even perhaps a longing – for something more than the daily round. 

 Psalm 42 is one of my favourites within the book of Psalms, and it begins beautifully, 
‘As the deer longs for the water brooks, / So longs my soul for you, O God.’ We may not 
feel that we can express such a desire for God as specifically as this. We may sometimes 
just feel that life can be relentless, or dull, or disappointing. The poor psalmist too says of 
himself that tears ‘have been my bread day and night’, and his soul is ‘full of heaviness’. 
Nonetheless, somewhere within this inward emptiness and need, within that deep despair, 
as the speaker looks back over their life, they remember the flooding waters of the river 
Jordan and the slopes of Mount Hermon, and that image of tumbling, cavernous waters is 
drawn on to express precisely that empty loneliness within that they experience. Yet as 
they do so, the image also becomes one of reassurance, of communication and presence, 
as of one natural wave with another: ‘Deep calls to deep in the thunder of your waterfalls.’ 
Within this apparently empty depth, the inexhaustible fullness and presence of God is 
discovered, and rejoiced in.  

As we are travelling through Lent as a community, we are reflecting on this emptiness 
as it may present itself in the lives of refugees, and we shall be thinking about hospitality 
as one way in which we may respond to such emptiness. You may already have attended 
the talk about the work of Bristol Refugee Action, but do please join us for one or more of 
the events in the first week of March; for example, the informal discussions on March 1st 
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and 2nd, the concert in Holy Trinity, Community Cinema Film night, as well as for the Lent 
Lunch a little later in March on 16th, also in aid of the Lent project, Bristol Refugee Action.  

After this, we move into Holy Week, and hope that we may welcome you to one of our 
services then or at Easter. May you have a very happy Easter, when it comes. 
 
                   With blessings, 

   . 

                                            Hester  

FAMILY NEWS 
 

 Funeral: 
24.02.2016   Ifor Davies                                   Holy Trinity Abbots Leigh 

Pill Community Café 
 The café is open on Fridays 4th, 11th and 18th March at Pill Community Centre, 9 to 
11.30am. Drop in to enjoy a selection of breakfast rolls and cakes, freshly brewed 
coffee & tea, space to rest awhile or meet friends. All proceeds support Pill Tiddlers. 

Discussions on Hospitality – Tues./Wed. 1/2 March  
March 1st 7.30pm, Discussion on Hospitality led by Dr Yun Lee Too (1) 
March 2nd 10.15 for 10.30, Discussion on Hospitality led by Dr Yun Lee Too (2) 
(venues to be confirmed but St Mary’s Vestry unless otherwise indicated) 
Lent Lunch – Wed. 16 March 
Come and join us for Lent Lunch on Wednesday 16th March from 12.30 in St. Mary's 
vestry. A simple meal of Soup, roll, cheese and fruit. All profits will go to Refugee 

Action.                    http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/ 

Posy making   
Saturday March 5th 10am  Posy making  at St Mary’s vestry.  Please bring scissors, 
greenery (small!), nimble fingers – and we provide your coffee. 

é followed by: 
March 6th Mothering Sunday – please join us for this celebration! (see page 12) 

Abbots Leigh Side Road Street Lights 
Abbots Leigh Parish Council is responsible for the 25 street lights on the side roads in 
Abbots Leigh. These are all mounted on electricity poles.  The Parish council employs 
a contractor SSE to ensuring that they work at all times, It pays the electricity costs 
and pays for replacements when the lights get beyond repair.  There are currently two 
lights that need replacing. 

The existing lights are at least 50 years old, using orange low pressure sodium 
lamp fittings - the most economic at the time.  The Parish Council have decided that it 
is time to replace all the lights. There will be a saving of around £2,300 per year in 
reduced electricity & maintenance costs, excluding replacement lights. This means 
that costs of the new lamps will have been recovered in less than 7 years. 

The new lighting will be Urbis Axia LED lighting, the same as that widely used 
elsewhere in North Somerset on side roads.  These lights have a cool white light 
rather than the existing orange lights which will provide much better colour rendition 
and facial recognition.  They will be dimmed between the hours of 11 pm and 5 am. 
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Wed. 16 Mar. 8pm: Oldlands. Bring a book or two that you would recommend.  
Tue. 19 Apr. theatre trip already booked.  

Wed. 11 May stroll & meal at Salt & Malt; please let Vickie H know if you want to book a place.  
New members always welcome - just let Gill have your email and she’ll  

include you in her next mailing about the activities of this women’s group. 

gill.ogden1@btinternet.com  / 0117 973 0596. 

Concert  
Friday 4th March, 7.30pm 

Holy Trinity Church,  
Abbots Leigh 

Society of Recorder Players,  
Bristol Branch 

Concert given by the Blockflute Band (conductor Richard Little) and Bristowe 
Consort. The Blockflute Band is the performing ensemble of the Bristol Branch of the 
Society of Recorder Players. They will be playing a wide range of recorders from the 
tiny sopranino to the six foot contrabass in music from 17th to 21st  centuries  inclu-
ding works by Purcell, Boyce, Mico, Giovanni Gabrieli, Colin Hand and Marg. Hall.  

 

Tickets Ã8 from Dick Little 0117 968 8549 or on the door, in aid of Refugee Action 

Tea Time Special 
Are you free on a Monday afternoon? 

  

Come for a chat, a cup of tea and delicious cake. 
We meet in the vestry at St Maryôs Church Leigh Woods  

on the 3rd Monday of each month at 2pm.       Inclusive price of Ã1.50 
 

Mon. 21 Mar. - Ralph Pite (Topic TBC) 
If you would like to come but need a lift please contact Jan Sayers, 01275 373378 

More information? Contact: Gill Ogden 0117 9730596 or Liz England 01275 372777 

Leigh Woods & Abbots Leigh Community Cinema 
 

Film:  Captain Phillips 
Wednesday 2 March 
St Mary's, Leigh Woods 
7.15 pm for 7.45 pm start  
£5 on the door including a drink, 
running time 2hrs 14m 

After a terrific turnout for our inaugural screening in January, 
please join us for our next selection: the powerful thriller 
‘CAPTAIN PHILLIPS’, starring Tom Hanks and Barkhad Abdi. 

This intelligent action adventure is directed by Paul 
Greengrass (‘THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM’). Based on a true 
story of modern-day piracy, the film won wide critical acclaim 
for script, direction and performances, especially Hanks 
(‘performance of a lifetime’) and Somalian actor Abdi 
(‘electrifying’). 
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WEST OF ENGLAND HERB GROUP 
 

Tue. 22 March: Herbs for healthy animals.  Organic Herb Trading Co.’s 
herbalist, Jane Walwork-Gush, has remedies for our four-legged friends.   
Tue. 26 April  Juices for flavour & health. Learn to create healthy juices 

with herbs from Kris Townsend of The Health Hub, Cotham Hill (with tasters) (with 
plant sale)   Meetings in Abbots Leigh Village Hall start 7.30pm with refreshments  

and a chance to chat to other members and swap ideas 

ABBOTS LEIGH WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

On Tuesday 8th March , at 7.30pm in Abbots Leigh Village Hall we 
learn about THE MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY . Then on Tue. 12 
April Sarah Harris tells us about Marie Antoinette’s Guide to  Farming  

 New members & visitors are always welcome 

‘Gurkhas: 200 years of loyal service to the Crown’  
A talk at Brackenwood – free admission but booking required, donations invited 

Speaker:  Brigadier Bruce Jackman OBE MC.   
Thursday 10 March 2.30pm 

Three generations of Bruce Jackman’s family have served a total of 66 years with 
Gurkhas.  From this background Bruce is uniquely qualified to explain how Gurkhas 
from Nepal happen to have been an integral part of the British Army and fought for 
us all over the world for over 200 years.  He will give an insight into their history with 
some anecdotes of their extraordinary record of service and actions.  And he will 
explain what makes them such formidable soldiers; so much so that Prince Harry, 
when serving alongside them in Afghanistan, said “There’s no safer place in combat 
than to be beside a Gurkha” 
The talk is free – donations will be passed on to the Gurkha Welfare Trust.  Please 
book: At our tills / Phone 01275 375292 / Email: bracken.wood@btopenworld.com 

 
 

Abbots Leigh CRICKET CLUB 
WINTER TRAINING  
Indoor nets are on Mondays from 7.30pm at The Downs School in 
Wraxall until March 28. Sessions last an hour and cost £3 per person. 
Anyone can come along for a taster session.  

AGM  - 7pm. Wed. 2 March at the Clubhouse 
New appointments on the club's committee will be made for the coming season, 
while details of last year's accounts will be revealed. The AGM is open to all and 
members of the community are invited to attend should they have an interest in 
getting involved with the club before the start of the season in May.  
NEW PLAYERS WELCOME  
New players of all ages, standard and background are made to feel very welcome. 
Whether you already play for a local club, school, university, or are new to the area – 
we would love to hear from you. New members join for £20, (one of the lowest 
annual subs on offer in the Bristol/N Somerset area); under-18s join for £10. For 
more information, see: abbotsleigh.play-cricket.com or drop us an email at: 
abbotsleighcc@hotmail.co.uk .  
AND we are on Twitter and Facebook, simply search for Abbots Leigh CC.  
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ABBOTS LEIGH                CIVIC SOCIETY  

W 
ith my first committee meeting as chair of Abbots Leigh Civic Society safely 
under my belt can I first thank my fellow members for guiding me through the 
ins and outs of village finances, history of Abbots Leigh and for helping me 
plough through so much of my wine collection. I hadn’t realised that with such 

powerful office comes such powerful thirst. 
Such is the efficiency of ALCS secretary Paul Whitehouse that the minutes from the 

meeting are already available to view on the Abbots Leigh website abbotsleigh.org.uk ; 
please take the time to have a look and don’t hesitate to contact any committee members 
if you feel there is something that can be improved upon or should be discussed. 

I am glad to report that looking forward to the long hot days of summer there are a few 
dates for your diary that can now be inked in. 

The second annual Abbots Leigh Villagers v Cricket Club cricket match will take 
place on Sunday 5th June at Abbots Leigh Cricket Club on the main A369 opposite 
Home Farm Road. This year the villagers will be looking to avenge defeat while the club 
will be hoping that once again the match proves the springboard to a highly successful 
season. Please come along and support the village and the club from 2pm. A generously 
stocked and licensed bar is available in the clubhouse with post-match food from the 
barbeque in what is a fantastic opportunity to help forge stronger links between village 
and the only sports team bearing its name. 

Later that same month another of Abbots Leigh’s favourite social occasions will be 
held courtesy of Elizabeth Anderson at Leigh Lodge on Church Road. Saturday the 25th 
June will see the Summer Drinks Party in full swing with final details and tickets 
available closer to the date. 

And as the Drinks Party looks to kick-off the British summer with an opportunity to 
chat with your fellow villagers about plans for the warmer months, then the Festival In 
The Field on Sunday the 11th September from 2pm will offer the chance to compare 
sun tans, attempt to win the village Boules Competition and listen to some great music in 
the superb location of our Old School Field. Hopefully this year’s event will once again 
prove popular with the green-fingered of Abbots Leigh and feature prizes for outstanding 
horticultural expertise. There may also be the opportunity to launch the Great Abbots 
Leigh Bake Off so dust down your pinnies and get baking. Further details will be available 
in due course so keep an eye out on the village website and future issues of The Link for 
further details. 

A thriving village needs a thriving social life and we are in the position to be able to 
offer that to most. However the paucity of events and opportunities for socialising 
between the younger teenagers in the village was raised by Pip A’Ness at the latest 
ALCS committee meeting. Given that first hand memories of the teenage years are 
distant for those on the committee it might be useful to glean some idea of what we can 
offer our younger villagers. If anyone would like to put forward any suggestions please do 
not hesitate to contact me and we will see if anything can be done. 

Lastly we are nearing the 100th anniversary of the first Abbots Leighan to be killed in 
action during the First World War. Lt. Arthur Hadden MC of the 53rd Sikhs was killed in 
action in Mesopotamia on 8th March near the city of Kut in modern day Iraq, probably 
during the failed attempt to storm the Dujaila Redoubt which began that day. His body 
was never found and his sacrifice is commemorated both on the Basra Memorial in Iraq 
and on the War Memorial at Holy Trinity Church. He was 23 years old. Remember him. 

Paul Thompson,  Chair, Abbots Leigh Civic Society 
paul@mardimedia.com    T: 07903 857 616 

 

The new 
Chairman 
writes: 
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ǿǿǿΦŀōōƻǘǎƭŜƛƎƘǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦŎƻƳ for updates and ways to get involved this month:  
 

1. Toad Patrol 
2. Feed the birds 
3. Pond care and spawn 
4. Help butterflies and moths 
5. Grow your own meadow 
6. Hedgehog emergence 
7. Bird nesting 
 
 

 
 

 

Toad Patrol - Please contact us if you would like to join the village toad patrol to help 
protect our local amphibians at this critical time http://tinyurl.com/h3mw9jf 
Please do keep an eye out for amphibians migrating once the migration 
season starts - drive/cycle carefully around the lanes during the hours of 
darkness as they may be crossing the lanes and often become casualties! 

Finally, do let ALWG know if you have amphibians in your garden pond this spring or 
if you see any around the village – photos welcomed. Thanks! 

Feed the birds - available food can be scarce during the winter months, so help birds 
by putting out bird food. Many birds have already started pairing up for breeding. One 
Blackbird pair had three young in February! To attract a range of species, put out a 
range of different foods including seed mixes, peanuts and fat cakes. Remember to 
clean your feeders regularly to prevent the spread of disease. Do send in your garden 
sightings to ALWG as records are logged for the Avon Bird report.  

Pond care and spawn – with the long dark nights and chilly temperatures, you may 
ask what you can do to look after your pond over winter to help the wildlife that lives 
there survive http://tinyurl.com/peo8uc3  For those of you with garden ponds, this 
ping pong advice may be of interest! http://tinyurl.com/la4s62v  Let us know if you 
have spawn in your ponds - as the Big Spawn Count is being run again this year by 
the Freshwater Habitats Trust http://tinyurl.com/qyok4yw 

Help butterflies and moths - the best thing you can do in your garden at 
this time of year is nothing at all! It's time to take a break, leave bushes un-
pruned and leaf litter undisturbed. Over-wintering species need safe, 
sheltered places to protect them from the elements so don’t be too keen to 

tidy up. Take stock of your garden - a carefully thought out garden with suitable, 
indigenous nectar plants can attract more than 20 species http://tinyurl.com/mp72von 

Grow your own meadow – with advice from Plantlife it is easy to “say no to the 
mow” and enjoy a wildlife meadow, large or small, in your garden this summer  http://
tinyurl.com/h4v6ns8 

Hedgehog emergence - to help better understand their hibernation 
emergence, please send your hedgehog sightings in to ALWG (alive or 
dead) as we monitor sightings and support the Hedgehog Street project 
www.tinyurl.com/88vypmt 

Bird nesting – remember that March to August is the main breeding season for 
nesting birds. Birds, their nests and eggs are protected by the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act  www.tinyurl.com/aedmu95   With many species in decline, our 
village trees and hedgerows are vital for both their food and shelter, so leave 
trimming until the winter now www.tinyurl.com/anckg2k  
 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ¢ƛƳ aŀǊǝƴΣ ¢ƻƳ ²ŀƭƳǎƭŜȅΣ YŀǊƛƴ wƘƻŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀƘ tƛǧ  
/ƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ                           l  wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ                l wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǎƛƎƘǝƴƎǎ 
ƛƴŦƻϪŀōōƻǘǎƭŜƛƎƘǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦŎƻƳ  l ǿǿǿΦŀōōƻǘǎƭŜƛƎƘǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦŎƻƳ  l  лтттм фсорлп 
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16 

 

  

9 

 

 
 

OPEN FORUM, AGM AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Further to our piece last month this is to confirm that Charles Cave, David Anderson, Lisa 
Topham of the National Trust and P.C. Martin Faithfull have accepted our invitation to 
attend to the Open Forum and take questions.  (See Date p14) 
CLIFTON SUSPENSION BRIDGE TOLL BOOTHS PROJECT 
The Exhibition continues at the Visitor Centre showing the latest plans for the new toll 
booths.  The public are welcome to drop in during opening hours - 10am-5pm daily. 
LONG ASHTON PARISH COUNCILLOR 
Alan Johnson is our new Parish Councillor. He lives in Leigh Woods with his wife and four 
sons. He is looking forward to representing the community of Leigh Woods in preserving 
this unique conservation area. He has particular interest in protecting the interests of the 
local residents with respect to parking issues and conservation of the Leigh Woods area.  

Alan can be contacted on: email: atj@frontiersecure.com or: telephone 07554 881346  
LATEST PARKING UPDATE from the LWS WORKING PARTY February 2016 
North Somerset Council (NSC) are preparing their application for decriminalising parking 
enforcement, which they intend to submit in April. They are confident that civil parking 
enforcement will be granted in October 2016, when they will assume the duties previously 
carried out by the Police. However, putting the legislation in place, having the necessary 
consultations and employing wardens will take further time. After this, a residents parking 
zone, which is the objective, would be possible. 

Meanwhile, the Volunteers on the Working Party have been in continual 
communication with NSC officials and our Councillors. The aim being to find an acceptable 
solution for use prior to a RPZ.  

A great deal of thought and effort has been expended on both sides towards attaining 
a result for the whole Leigh Woods triangle.There have been many meetings, walks with 
NSC representatives around our roads, alternative plans discussed, data gathered on 
legal implications, communication with Bristol City Council and a great deal of 
correspondence. Photographic evidence has been submitted together with counts of 
parked cars made on week days plus weekends and consideration given to outlines from 
the Village Design Statement. 

Dealings with the National Trust have resulted in notices, about parking and 
conserving verges, being displayed on North Road. A change in details on their web site 
was made so that traffic is directed to park in the Forestry Commission car park instead of 
North Road. Unfortunately, these measures have not yet improved the dangerous parking 
situation on North Road, particularly at weekends. The Working Party continues dialogue 
with the NT about the restoration of the pavement by the entrance to Leigh Woods, 
conservation of the verges and provision of adequate parking elsewhere. 

Since the advent of further parking restrictions on The Downs, more vehicles are 
parked here, some left indefinitely on our roads. There has also been an increase in 
parking at weekends particularly near the Bridge due to its visitors, Clifton shoppers and 
matches at the football stadium. 

A new plan, which does not involve numerous double yellow lines and would more 
easily lead towards a RPZ, is currently before Councillor ApRees, who is the Deputy 
Leader of the Council with the portfolio for Highways. If it meets with his approval then a 
definite proposal will be put out for consultation with Residents. The Working Party have 
also requested a 20 mph speed limit throughout Leigh Woods. 

Residents have different priorities and varying views according to the situation of their 
home within the area. It is, therefore, proving difficult to resolve the parking issues to 
everybody's satisfaction. There is a need to show willingness to compromise and to 
display unity, otherwise we risk refusal by NSC to implement any scheme at all.  
Tricia Bedford (Secretary LWS Working Party on Parking)   

            Continued on page 14 

LEIGH WOODS SOCIETY 

mailto:atj@frontiersecure.com
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ABBOTS LEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Meetings are at 7.30pm in the John Butler Room in the Village Hall. Residents are 
welcome to listen (to address the council at the beginning of the meeting please 
contact Julie Smart, Clerk to the Parish Council, in advance of the meeting).  
Agendas and minutes of meetings are on the village website. Meetings are on the 3rd 
Monday in the month.  Next meeting: Monday 21st March. 

Abbots Leigh Parish Councillors 
Simon Talbot-Ponsonby (375250) Chair/Cycle and Footpath Network/Highways/Verges/
Recycling and Rubbish/Abbots Pool, Audrey Telling (373935) Vice Chair/Planning/Open 
spaces/School Field, John Butler (373446), Village Hall & Skittle Alley/Public Relations/Street 
Lighting. Elizabeth Anderson (373160) Civic Society Liaison/Public Footpaths and Transport 
Links/Parish Plan, Murray Stewart (372878) Communications/Website/ Community Groups/ 
Abbots Leigh Charities   
Clerk to the Council: Julie Smart (374442) who works out of the Resource Centre in Pill. 
Secretariat/Insurance/Police Coordination 

!ǇǇƭƛŎΩƴ bƻΦ 
 5ŀǘŜ bƻǝŬŜŘ 
  ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ 5ŀǘŜ 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ϧ 
!ŘŘǊŜǎǎ twhth{![ 

tŀǊƛǎƘ 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
±ƛŜǿ 

b{/ 
{ǘŀǘǳǎ 

/ŀǎŜ 
hŶŎŜǊ 

15/P/2488/F 
 9-Nov-15 
  25-Dec-15 

Ms A Humphries, 
Windrush, 
Sandy Lane 

See February Link  
Applic’n 
With-
drawn 

Karen 
Bartlett 

15/P/2734/F 
 14-Dec-15 
  25-Jan-15 

Mr T Walmsley, 
Glen Cottages, 
Sandy Lane, 
BS8 3SE 

Erect 2-
storey side 
extension & 
a 1-storey 
rear 
extension. 

Parish Council objects - existing 
property already extended by 50%.  
Proposal out of keeping with existing 
structure in historic setting.  Property 
in Green Belt.  Should NSC be 
minded to approve application, ALPC 
would request design & profile more 
in keeping with existing building. 

  Owen 
Gore 

16/P/0013/F 
 11-Jan-16 
  8-Feb-16 

Mr R Hill, Pear 
Tree Lodge, 
Blackmoor Rd 

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension. 

No 
objections Approved 

Gaynor 
Whitting-
ton 

16/P/0034/LDE 
 11-Jan-16 
  8-Feb-16 

Mr C 
Dunkerley, 
Glen House, 
Sandy Lane, 
BS8 3SE 

Certificate of Lawful Use existing for 
the continued use of the first floor 
above the garage as additional 
residential accommodation ancillary to 
the main dwelling. 

No 
objections Approved Raheel 

Mahmood 

16/P/0111/CUPA 
 18-Jan-16 
  2-Mar-16 

Alvis Bros. 
Agricultural 
Bldgs, Chapel 
Hill Farm, Ham 
Green 

Prior approval, change use from 
agricultural bldg & land to 2 dwellings 
(class C3); associated operational 
devt: replace existing roof & some 
walls, instal new windows & doors. 

No 
objections   Angela 

Norris 

16/P/0160/F 
 07/03/2016 
  23/01/2016 

Mrs H Burgess, 
5 Knightcott 
Rd, 

Erection of new dwelling with attached 
garage following demolition of existing 
dwelling. 

No 
objections.   Angela 

Norris 

16/P/0246/F 
 01/02/2016 
  17/03/2016 

Mr N Ghafoor, 
Tanglewood, 
Pill Rd 

Erection of a two storey rear extension 
and alterations to roof to form two 
gable end extension. 

OBJECT - 
overbearing 
impact on 
neighbour-
ing property 

  Owen 
Gore 

16/P/0320/F 
 8-Mar-16 
  30-Mar-16 

Ms T Roberts, 
Heywood 
Lodge, 
Manor Lane 

New roof & dormers to existing garage 
to create extra bedroom over garage.  
Alterations to windows and doors to 
rear elevation at ground floor level. 

No objections 
in principle.  
Clerk to check 
neighbours 

informed. 

  Dominic 
Battrick 

Planning Applications 
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****ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS OR SERVICES**** 

Contact  ROBERT NARRACOTT  375619 - robert.narracott@gmail.com 
 

 

ANTIQUE & VINTAGE FAIR. Sun. 3 Apr. 10am-3.30pm. Ashton Court Mansion, BS41 9JN 
40 quality stalls - all indoors. Antiques & Collectables. Vintage & Reclaimed. Café with afternoon 
cream teas. £2 entry (under 16s free). Parking: Kennel Lodge Entrance off  A369.  
WANTED: GENERAL HELP/SUPPORT needed around the home (no cleaning required)  
for capable lady who just needs a little additional help. References required.  
Hours and pay to be agreed. T: 0117 3179662  

CLIFTON EASTER SWIM SCHOOL 28 March -8 April, weekdays only, 10x½hr lessons, Clifton 
High School, 9am-noon. Children age 4½+, beginners /improvers/ASA Awards/Intro to Diving /  
Snorkelling. Booking: Pat Holmyard 0117 973 7245 (9am-6pm) www.cliftonswimschool.com  

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY from Nick Church Fine Art. Elegant and contemporary award-
winning wedding photography. Options to tailor the perfect package. Details and portfolio 
on www.nickchurchfineart.co.uk, contact 07584656867 ornick@nickchurchfineart.co.uk 
GARDENER, a qualified gardener with good plant knowledge is available to help in your garden,  
I have been working in Abbots Leigh for 10 years .  For more information please contact Patrick  
on 07766 417842 or 0117 962 9235 

DO YOU NEED a HOUSE CLEANER who’s…. 
Reliable;  Efficient;  Trustworthy;  Friendly; …..  will also iron!  

Please call Rachelle on 01275 375657 
ONGOING DROP-IN BEGINNER PILATES class. Mondays 6-7 in Abbots Leigh Village Hall.  
FFI contact Chrissie Fenton  0117 953 7290, 07708308100 or socklington@gmail.com 
CITY OF BRISTOL CHOIR  Mozart 260 Celebration: Mozart Requiem with Gilles Apap (violin)  
and Exultate Singers and The Bristol Ensemble Thursday 19 May, 7.30pm Colston Hall.  
CBC ticket line 01454 778477 
THE  CHIEF PLUMBING AND  HEATING  Fast, friendly, reliable and professional service with  
16 years’ experience we are able to provide the following - plumbing, heating, boilers, servicing,  
bathrooms, heating and hot water controls, solar, mechanical services and much more. 
Call Dan on 07789 227195 or for more details visit: www.thechiefplumbingandheating.co.uk  
LA-TRANCHE-SUR-MER Lovely villa. Private, heated swimming pool.  Walking distance from  
superb sandy beaches & town amenities. 5 beds, 3 baths - slps 12. Ideal for 2 families sharing  
or extended family group (suitable for limited mobility). Still some availability for 2016.  
www.ownersdirect.co.uk ref. FR4401 or tel. David on 01275 372016 / david@gonetwork.co.uk 
CLIFTON NEWS - long established reliable early morning newspaper & magazine delivery to  
homes, businesses and schools in Leigh Woods and Clifton. To order or enquire please call  
07870 491 488 or email clifton.news@yahoo.com 
PLUMBER - Paule Plumbing Services: Est. 1985. Small jobs a speciality.  

Email: pauljcraig@icloud.com  Tel: 0117 973 7132  Mobile: 07721 057 029 
HAIR AT HOME by Liz – professional mobile hair dresser. Specialises in colour, foils, cutting 
and perms.  Mobile – 07792 971460 Tel – 01275 858152 

PIANO TUITION  John Talbot, experienced professional teacher, organist & 
choirmaster of the United Parish, currently has vacancies for pupils of all ages and 
levels at his Westbury Park practice.  Tel. 0117 942 8344  

OIL HEATING SOLUTIONS - Prompt, reliable service - routine maintenance to emergency 
repairs on Aga, Rayburn, Main, Trianco, Potterton, Worcester, Danesmoor, Heritage and 
Efel.  Oftec registered. Also boiler, tank & gauge replacement, upgrades, removal.   

Call Neil: 0770 431 4040 
THE ALBION, Boyce’s Ave., Clifton, Public House & Dining Rooms. 0117 973 3522.  Now also  
managing THE SEYMOUR ARMS at BLAGDON, BS40 7TH, with possibly the best food for  
miles around and with en suite rooms:  01761 462279. 

BRISTOL METROPOLITAN ORCHESTRA: Saturday 5 March 
at St. George's: . Delius - Brigg Fair, R. Strauss - Sechs Lieder, 
op. 68, Mahler - Symphony No. 4. Booking: 0845 40 24 001 

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS for fabulous home extensions.  Professional design service; 
accredited planning agent; planning applications; building regulations; free advice given; new 
build. Andrew Hirst Architectural Plans  01275 859110 / 078900 58406 / www.cad-plan.co.uk 

http://icloud.com/
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Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111    POLICE   Local Police (Nailsea): 101 
Since 1 Dec. our Local Beat Officer is PC 2441 Martin Faithfull, with Community Support 
Officer 7168 Eleanor Hicks.  Contact them on local non-urgent matters on 101 (give their 
collar no.: PC 2441 / PCSO 7168). Or go to avonandsomerset.police.uk, enter your 
postcode and scroll down the ensuing page to where their names are listed, with links to 
email them.   They cover Abbots Leigh, Leigh Woods, Dundry and Long Ashton. 

The Mobile Library  visits fortnightly on Tuesday afternoons 
 

Leigh Woods Vicarage Road, 1.30-2pm;   Abbots Leigh Church Road, 2.10-3.10pm 
 

March 1, 15, 29; April 12, 26 

Ffi: 01934 426 657 or Google North Somerset Mobile Library 

Abbots Leigh: The School Field  - Betty Lanham writes:  

 
 

 
 

I  have been asked to pen a few lines about this as some newcomers to the village 
might not be aware of its history. Situated opposite the church, it could be said to 

be the centre of the village. Certainly it is used by many villagers and others. It is 
used for diverse activities, the very popular fireworks event, the Festival of the Field, 
and an annual service by the Salvation Army. It is also the first part of a delightful 
walk through to Leigh Woods, and has playground facilities much enjoyed by our 
children. 

But the School Field was nearly lost to us.  The school was closed by Avon in 
July 1986, and remained empty for a while.  Then one day the Chairman of the 
Parish Council told me that he had been asked by Avon if the village had any use for 
it, as they had granted planning permission for two houses on the school site, and 
were considering 6 or 8 on the field.  He said he had told them the village had no use 
for it “What would we do with a field?” he said. “Every-one has their own garden.” 

I was horrified.  It was the only opportunity we had for a communal space for the 
village.  I formed a small group of like-minded people, and we split the village 
between us and approached everyone for their ideas and financial support to obtain 
legal advice.  We raised nearly £1,200!  The Campaign to Protect Rural England 
(CPRE) was extremely helpful.  It was no small job to take on the County Council, 
but we succeeded, and thank goodness we have the field for use today.  North 
Somerset own it, and the Parish Council has a 125 year peppercorn lease and 
maintain it. 

 

 
 

Betty Lanham lives in Church Road, is a Founder Member and former Chairman of Abbots 
Leigh Civic Society, and has been a Parish Councillor, a Tree Warden and a Warden in Leigh 
Woods. 

Continued from page 9 
 

Dates for Your Diary: 
Tuesday 15th March 2016:  Open Forum, Neighbourhood Watch update and AGM  
Saturdays 2nd April and 1st October: Bracken Hill Open Garden 
Saturday 16th April 2016: Litter Pick 
 

Angela Probyn, Secretary: angelaprobyn@gmail.com. 

Pill Methodist Church Spring Fayre 
Pill Methodist Church (on Mount Pleasant, facing the green) is holding a Spring Fayre 
on Sat. 12 March 10.30-1.30. Teas, coffee,  refreshments, light lunches. Proceeds to 
church funds.  
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Donald Davies, Pill Ward Councillor, North Somerset Council 
I shall be holding my surgeries this month for residents at Abbots Leigh Village Hall 
on Saturday 5th March and at Pill Resource Centre on Saturday 12th March, both from 
10 to 11am, no pre-booking needed. At both places a private room is available on 
request. Please feel free to contact me with any concerns you have. My phone 
number is 07900 097671 and my e-mail donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk. On your 
many road safety concerns I shall be holding meetings in April to update you on 
progress and further canvass opinion on the options – full details in the next edition. 

Clothes recycling - Help local charities raise cash.  There are 2 clothing banks 

in Pill where bagged clothes & shoes can be left.  Fire  Brigade Benevolent Society, 
by the Fire Station and the Western Air Ambulance behind the resource centre.  
 

ABBOTS LEIGH SPRING CLEAN 
SUNDAY 20th MARCH, 10am – 12 noon  

C ome & join us for this sociable and worthwhile annual Sunday morning event 
when teams of volunteers armed with black sacks and litter-pickers work their 

way back from the far ends of the parish to clean up verges & hedgerows.  We are 
hoping that we can then all go to the upstairs bar the George for a well earned snack 

Congregate outside the Village Hall at 10.00am, with your boots and gloves.  We 
will provide high visibility vests, rubbish bags and litter pickers (and gloves for those 
that do not have them).  Then off you go in pairs to bag a haul (it can get very 
competitive!).  A great way for newcomers to the village to get involved.  Children also 
welcome.  It is amazing how much can be collected in such a short time into such a 
large pile outside the phone box!  

If you think that you can come, please let Simon Talbot-Ponsonby know on 01275 
375250 or simon@talbot-ponsonby.org, so that we can estimate numbers for lunch. 

 
 

Recycling & Rubbish  
 

Collections  
Rubbish/Wheelie bins alternate every Wednesday with Green (Garden) 
Waste.  Green Waste is back to being every fortnight in March 
 

The dates for Wednesdays in March are:- 

  
Recycling & 

Rubbish 
Recycling & 

Green Waste 
Recycling & 

Rubbish 
Recycling & 

Green Waste 
Recycling & 

Rubbish 
Wednesday 2nd 9th 16th 23rd  30th 

Primary School - Christchurch, Clifton 
The nearest school to Leigh Woods and most of Abbots Leigh, Christchurch C of E 
Primary School in Clifton, has just finished being largely rebuilt and expanded.  As a 
result they have additional space in years 3 to 6 for children in Key Stage 2 (or 
Junior School in old language).  From September they will also have space for Year 
2 children who are currently in year 1.  If you are interested in finding out more or in 
going on the waiting list for next year, visit christchurchp@bristol-schools.uk  

mailto:donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk
mailto:christchurchp@bristol-schools.uk
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 CHURCH   SERVICES 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Book of Remembrance at Holy Trinity 
We are inviting local people to commemorate their loved ones who have died, by an 
entry in the new book at Holy Trinity. Please contact one of the churchwardens with 
your request:                                                           Adrian Watkinson (01275 372607) 

St Mary’s - Red Kneelers 
St Mary’s has a stock of about 100 kneelers which became redundant when the new chairs were brought 
into use.  Before these are disposed of the DCC  offer them to anyone in the parish free of charge for any 
use at home.  They are filled with foam.  If you would like to take up this offer please approach the 
Churchwardens on belvedere.bristol@gmail.com. 

† Good Friday - Why "Good"?  
A Meditation on the Cross in Words and Music 

  CHURCH SERVICE SIDESFOLK READERS READINGS COFFEE 

Weekday Morning Prayer, Join 
Hester, Abbots Leigh, 08.30. 
Hester usually says Morning Prayer at 8.30am on 
week-days. She would be happy to be joined in 
saying the office by others who would also like to 
do so. 

  

 
 

 
  

  

Christian meditation... 
… continues, Thurs, St. Mary’s Vestry at 6.30.  
Please contact Hester to confirm the time if you’d 
like to join in. 

  
  

  

 
 

 

Pastoral Care If you know of anyone in 

Hospital or Nursing Home who would like a card 
or a visit, there are books at the end of both our 
Churches for you to fill in their details 

  
 

 
 

  

  

Pew News comes out weekly. Contact 

BEFORE Thursday: 0117 974 1494 / 
alanshellard@gmail.com 

  

 
 

 

  

  

Welcome Pack New to the parish? Know of 

new arrivals? For a Welcome Pack contact 
Lesley Nash (Leigh Woods) 01179734168 / 
Nicola Stinchcombe (Abbots Leigh)  01275 
374523 or Nicky Walker 01275 374177 - or see 
Parish Website:  

www.theparishchurch.com 
  

лс-aŀǊ ah¢I9wLbD {¦b5!¸   t¦wt[9  

10.30am Abbots Leigh 
Mothering Sunday Service 
& Blessing of Posies 

Talbot family Luke 2: 33-35 Talbot 

мо-aŀǊ [Ŝƴǘ р    t¦wt[9  

8.00am Leigh Woods Holy Communion BCP Ginny Owen 
Ginny Owen Phil. 3: 4b-14  

Celebrant John 12: 1-8  

9.30am Leigh Woods Family Worship Jardine family John 12: 1-8 Jardine 

6.30pm Leigh Woods Evensong 
Charmaine Cornish Charmaine Cornish Phil. 3: 4b-14  

Cathy Duke Cathy Duke John 12: 1-8  

нл-aŀǊ t![a {¦b5!¸    w95  

9.30am Abbots Leigh Family Worship Wigley family Luke 22: 14-23:-end  

10.30am Abbots Leigh Parish Communion 
David Wraith David Wraith Phil 2: 5-11 

Rosemary Warren 
Heather Wraith Heather Wraith Luke 22: 14-23:-end 

нп-aŀǊ a!¦b5¸ ¢I¦w{5!¸   I!bDLbD{ w9ah±95   

7.30pm Abbots Leigh 
Holy Communion Michael Marston Michael Marston 1 Cor. 11: 23-26  

& Order of Tenebrae Ralph Pite Ralph Pite John 13: 1-17,31b-35  

нр-aŀǊ Dhh5 CwL5!¸    w95  

2.00pm Leigh Woods The Last Hour Gill Ogden Barry England TBA  

нт-aŀǊ 9!{¢9w 5!¸    ²IL¢9  

9.30am Abbots Leigh Family Worship Walker family John 20: 1-18  

10.30am Abbots Leigh Parish Communion 
Vicky Dominey Vicky Dominey Acts 10: 34-43 

Vicky Dominey 
Adrian Watkinson Adrian Watkinson John 20: 1-18 

ло-!ǇǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ н    ²IL¢9  

9.30am Abbots Leigh Family Service Stinchcombe family John 20: 19-end  

10.30am Abbots Leigh Parish Communion 
Adelaide Ferguson David Davies Rev. 1: 4-8 

Margaret Young 
Norman Ferguson Adelaide Ferguson John 20: 19-end 
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 CHURCH   SERVICES 

Fixers for St Mary’s Leigh Woods and Holy Trinity Abbots Leigh 
Leigh Woods:  Readers Ralph Pite -01275 219838 Flowers Greta Nelson 01275 374406   Coffee Vacant 

Abbots Leigh:  Readers Ralph Pite –01275 219838 
 Flowers Barbara Baber - 269328  

 Coffee  Rosemary Warren - 01275 373107 & Margaret Young - 393270   

All Age Worship: Peggoty Talbot - 0117 942 8344 

Food Bank Donations 
The Food Bank have written to say their principal current needs are for: 

UHT Milk UHT Fruit Juice Tinned Tomatoes 
Instant Mash Jam Toilet Rolls 

  Plastic Carrier Bags   

  CHURCH SERVICE SIDESFOLK READERS READINGS COFFEE 

Weekday Morning Prayer, Join 
Hester, Abbots Leigh, 08.30. 
Hester usually says Morning Prayer at 8.30am on 
week-days. She would be happy to be joined in 
saying the office by others who would also like to 
do so. 

  

 
 

 
  

  

Christian meditation... 
… continues, Thurs, St. Mary’s Vestry at 6.30.  
Please contact Hester to confirm the time if you’d 
like to join in. 

  
  

  

 
 

 

Pastoral Care If you know of anyone in 

Hospital or Nursing Home who would like a card 
or a visit, there are books at the end of both our 
Churches for you to fill in their details 

  
 

 
 

  

  

Pew News comes out weekly. Contact 

BEFORE Thursday: 0117 974 1494 / 
alanshellard@gmail.com 

  

 
 

 

  

  

Welcome Pack New to the parish? Know of 

new arrivals? For a Welcome Pack contact 
Lesley Nash (Leigh Woods) 01179734168 / 
Nicola Stinchcombe (Abbots Leigh)  01275 
374523 or Nicky Walker 01275 374177 - or see 
Parish Website:  

www.theparishchurch.com 
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